
Acknow ledgem ents x i 

Figures and Maps x n  

Fist o f Contributors x v

Introduction: A  Renaissance for the ‘Spanish Renaissance’? 1

Hilaire Kallendorf

PART 1 
Politics and Government

1 Faying the Foundations for a Spanish Renaissance: Fate M edieval 

Politics and G overnm ent 31

Harald E. Braun

2 Politics and G overnm ent in the Spanish Empire during the 16th 

Century 61

Fabien Montcher

PART 2 
Empire and Ethnicity

3 The Spanish Colonial Empire in the Renaissance: Establishing the 

First G lobal Culture 89

Beatriz de Alba-Koch

4 Ethnic Groups in  Renaissance Spain 121

Mayte Green-Mercado

PART 3 
Culture and Society

5 Daily Fife and the Family in  Renaissance Spain 143

Elizabeth A. Lehfeldt



6 Birth and D eath in the Spanish Renaissance 158

Stephanie L. Fink

7 Religion 186

Henry Kamen

8 Fashioning Disease: Narrative and the Sick Body in the Spanish 

Inquisition 205

Cristian Berco

PART 4 
‘High’ and ‘Low’

9 Nobles and Court Culture 235

Ignacio Navarrete and Elizabeth Ashcroft Terry-Roisin

10 Popular Culture, Spanish Law Courts, and the Early M odern 

State 258

Edward Behrend-Martlnez

11  Civic Ritual, Urban Life 277

Enrique Garcia Santo-Tomas

12 Com m unity and the Com m on Good in Early M odern Castile 293

Ruth MacKay

PART 5
Humanists and Their Legacy

13 Intellectual Life 317

Lla Schwartz and Susan Byrne

14 Ladies, Libraries and Literacy in Early M odern Spain 340

Elizabeth Teresa Howe

15 Philosophy, Law and M ysticism  in Renaissance Spain 355

Bernie Cantens



PART 6 
Artistic Production

16 The Literature o f the Spanish Renaissance 383

J.A. Garrido Ardila

17  Painting and Sculpture 407

Jeffrey Schrader

18 Visual Culture: A rt and Ekphrasis in  Early M odern Spain 450

Frederick A. de Armas

PART 7 
Currents and Currency

19 Spanish Science in  the Age o f the New 473

William Eamon

20 Doing Things w ith  M oney in Early M odern Spain 508

Elvira Vilches

21 H istoriography and European Perceptions o f Spain 531

Michael J. Levin

Bibliography 549 

Index 644


