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The quest ion for  twentieth-century China has been the integrat ion of  t rad i t ion  
and moderni ty .  In  th is  co l lec t ion o f  essays wr i t t en  over  a  per iod  of  twen ty  
years  (1987-2006) ,  Chen  Lai  ref lec ts  on  the question in an informative and 
original way. He reads beh ind the p o l i t i c a l  slogans and engages with the 
thought both of Max Weber, Talcott Parsons, and western sociology, and 
representative Chinese thinkers, notably Feng Youlan and Liang Shinning. While 
the focus is  on China ,  the book a lso appeals to  anyone in teres ted in this  
fascina ting  ques tion  of  how to  modern ize  whils t  r eta ining  the posi t ive  values  
of  tradi t ion.  Chen Lai’s  unique and balanced grasp  of  soc ie ty  marks  h im ou t  
a s  the  fo remos t  th inker  in  China  on this  topic today. 

CHEN L a i ,  Ph.D. (Peking University), is a professor of Philosophy and the 
director of the Center for Confucian Study and the History of Chinese 
Philosophy at  Peking University. He is one of  China’s most  prominen t scho lars  
o f  the h is tory  of  Chinese ph i losophy ,  is  an  honorary professor  at  eleven 
universi t ies ,  and is  a  member of  the edi to r i a l  boards of  s ix teen  academic  
journa l s . 

Edmund RYDEN , Ph.D. (SOAS, London University), translated Key Concepts in 
Chinese Philosophy (Yale 2002) and the Laozi: Daodejing (Oxford World’s Classics 
2 0 0 8 ) .  He h a s  also written on the ph i losoph ica l  background  to human  
r igh t s  in  a  Chinese  con tex t . 


