
Taking into account the most important results of the scholarly literature 

since 1973 and the best Polish scholarship of the past century, this is the first 

comprehensive study of Copernicus’s achievement in English that examines 

Copernicus’s path to heliocentrism from the perspective of late medieval 

philosophy, the Renaissance recovery of ancient literature and science, and 

early-modern editions of books that Copernicus used. The principal goals 

are to explain his commitment to the existence of celestial spheres, and the 

logical foundations for his views about hypotheses. In doing so, the work 

elucidates the logical and philosophical background that contributed to his 

accomplishments, and explains the limitations of his achievement. 
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